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Objectives

Understand how accommodations guide 

instruction and support learning for dyslexic 

students

Learn strategies for accommodating students 

in all content areas
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Dyslexia 

“An island of weakness amidst a sea of 

strengths”

Sally Shaywitz, MD

Overcoming Dyslexia 2nd Edition, 2020 
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Area of 

Weakness 

Area of strength



Normalizing dyslexia/differences   
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Accommodations vs. Modifications 
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Accommodations Modifications 

Usually Instructional Often related to testing 

Does not change the target skill Levels of complexity (may change target skill)

Does not change performance expectations May change performance expectations 

May change manner in which students demonstrates 

knowledge

Lower level (lexile level, word problems, and so on) 



Let’s focus on Accommodations 

● Will need whole group and small group distributed practice related to 

phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, spelling 

● Pre-teach, re-teach

● Provide audible versions text
○ ELA Anthology +

■ Audible

■ Bookshare

■ TextHelp

■ Alternate modality, www.imdb.com

○  
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http://www.imdb.com
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https://www.bookshare.org/cms/get-started/bookshare-reader



Free to U.S. Students and Schools! 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4M7P0qomIo


Accommodations continued 

● Always extended time!

● Consider reducing homework

● Fewer spelling words (just the phonics pattern)

● Oral exams

● May need a quiet space for reading, writing, testing

● May need technological support
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TextHelp 
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https://www.texthelp.com/products/



Note Taking/Metacognition 
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Teach to use the 
textbook

Start with the end of 

the chapter  
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Main Ideas (Purpose 

for reading)  

Important Vocabulary Link to prior learning



Disciplinary Literacy - Text Structure 

Sequence/Time Order/How To 

Cause/Effect

Problem/Solution

Compare/Contrast 

Descriptive 
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Key Words 
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https://mswhitetexttypes.weebly.com/types-of-expository-texts.html
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https://www.understood.org/en/articles/11-apps-to-help-kids-with-note-taking

https://www.understood.org/en/articles/11-apps-to-help-kids-with-note-taking


Teach ways to take notes 
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Mind Map
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Reading the Text 
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Expository Text is more difficult for all students

“…Research does indicate that all readers find expository text more difficult 

to comprehend than narrative text (Graesser et al. 1991). There are two main 

reasons why readers have difficulty with expository text: (1) the organization 

of expository text is often unfamiliar, and (2) the content of expository text is 

often unfamiliar. The combination of an unfamiliar organization and 

unfamiliar content makes information in expository texts, especially 

textbooks,difficult to comprehend. In fact, researchers have hypothesized that 

the legendary “fourth-grade slump” may well be due to students’ inexperience 

with expository texts (Chall et al. 1990)”

Russell Gersten, 2006 National 

Evaluation of NAEP
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Comprehension issues are not limited to students 

with dyslexia 

Results show that overall, 52 percent of 4th students scored as proficient or 

better in ELA/ literacy.  

Can also be translated into 48 percent are not reading at grade level 
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Comprehension issues are not limited to students 

with dyslexia 
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Idaho is among the 33 states with declining scores
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Idaho scores declined from 266 to 264. National Average is 259



SQ3R

Survey

Question

Read

Recite

Review 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_pbcIKkHyQ


What can we learn from the science of learning?

Learning comes down to four fundamental areas

Attention

Actively Engaged 

Feedback

Consolidation 
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Movement/Cooperation 

Four Corners

Snowball 

Give one, get one

Round the Clock 

10-2

I have, who has? 

Inside/Outside Circle 
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Your turn - 
share



Dyslexics are often 

Creative/Divergent 

Thinkers
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Other accommodations

• Low tech/low cost: highlighters, calculators, index card to follow a line of text, 
enlarging print, learning keyboarding skills, using spell check

• Higher tech/higher cost: speech to print, print to speech software technologies, 
programs to practice fluency, computer programs to assist in organizing ideas, 
feedback on writing in real-time, word prediction software

• Consider oral exams, selective partner reading, using a scribe to record answers 

• Modification could be shortened assignments, books at student reading level, 
differentiated spelling lists, alternate assignment ( Ex. build a model, rather than write 
a report)
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More to consider 
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Anything to do with reading or writing - always extended time

Alternatives way to demonstrate knowledge (oral reports, videos, visual 

demonstrations, projects)

Understanding of the social/emotional implications 

Do expect participation (negotiate) but do not ask to read aloud

Spelling should never be part of grade!

 



We are not saying 

goodbye…
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Submit homework here  

https://tinyurl.com/kuv2ah35

https://tinyurl.com/kuv2ah35
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