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Objectives for 
Session V
Review the six types of Syllables

Discuss students with dyslexia difficulties with 
spelling (orthography) and fluency 
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Let’s talk about the 
article 
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Let’s see what we 
remember about the 
six types of syllables 
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Types of Syllables 
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SYLLABLE TYPE Examples

Open hi, me, no, she, he

Closed hat, met, sit, pot, nut

Vowel-Consonant-e make, hide, pole, mute

Vowel-R star, fern, pork

Vowel Pair seek, look, toil, fail, head, route

Final Stable Syllable puzzle, icicle, spindle, mature, nation, precious
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8nqi-RrfX0
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Reading Rockets www.readingrockets.org 

http://www.readingrockets.org


Spelling is not a 
visual skill! 
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Mistaken belief that dyslexic students have a 
poor visual memory for the sequence of 
letters

Visual memory plays a minor role

The issue is language 
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(Ehri, 2004; Rath, 2001; Troia, 2004)

What is orthographic 
mapping? 

Is the process that readers use to store written words for instant and effortless retrieval.  
It is the means by which readers turn unfamiliar written words into familiar 
recognizable sight words.

Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties,  David Kilpatrick 
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Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties,  David Kilpatrick 
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The Role of 
Orthography in 
Establishing a 

Stable Memory of 
Spelling Patterns



Much more 
effective 
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Word Structure Word origin 

Meaning 

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/spelling-and-dyslexia
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•Language of Origin 
•Phoneme- grapheme mapping
•The position of a phoneme in a word
•Orthographic patterns or conventions
•Morphology  
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What do you notice 
about these words? 

sun, sky, and, pen 
house, moon, play 
cape, think, finger, shirt, pack
dog, horse, arm, farm, 
would, high, cough, does, shoe, 
love 
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marvelous, tremendous, aquarium, 
mandible, clarification, visualization,
explosion, erupt, erosion,
deception, special, conduct graduate, legal, 
hour, herb 
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What do you notice 
about these words? 



19



20

What do you notice 
about these words? 

chlorophyll, phone, school, ache, philosophy, 
phobia, phrase, graph, kilometer, theater, 
theme, athlete, cycle, orchestra, theology, 
astrology 
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English often uses several letters or letter 
combinations in predictable ways, 
depending on where the phoneme is placed 
(initial, medial, or final positions) or what 
other sounds come before or after it. 
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English orthography has patterns, 
regulations, or rules on how letters can be 
used. These rules are independent of the 
position of the sounds they represent. 
• Some letters cannot be doubled 
• Some letters cannot end words 
• Some consonant letters need to be 

doubled
• The letter e serves many purposes
• Some letter families violate the “long i”  

pattern 



Spelling may always be an 
issue for your dyslexic 
students 

Accept less than perfect spelling!

Consider using assistive technology such as:

Grammarly

Co:Writer
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xN--gGkS8aU


Switching Gears - Another area of difficulty for students with 
dyslexia 

Fluency 
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What is fluency? 

Fluency is the ability to read 
accurately, with sufficient speed, 
and expression.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xcK3_Wev9Y
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Fluency 
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s When we measure the correct words per minute we are 
also measuring complex processes such as orthographic 
segmentation and phonological coding 
(LaBerge and Samuels, 1974) 

Relationship between oral fluency and comprehension is .91
(Fuchs, Fuchs, Maxwell, 1988)
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IES Practice 
Guides 
Recommendations 
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Reread - Provide a purpose for each rereading 
of the text  
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1

Focus some instructional time on reading with 
prosody.

2

Regularly provide opportunities for students to 
read a wide range of texts. 
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Let’s take a minute 
and read 
Recommendation 2 

How could you apply this recommendation in your 
classroom? 
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Students with 
dyslexia and fluency
Reading rate may always be an issue for students with 
dyslexia.  Consistent accommodation is extended time
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Students with 
dyslexia are going to 
struggle with both 
spelling and fluency. 
How can you 
accommodate? 
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