
Proficiency vs. 
Growth



Previous ISAT Model for 
Growth

• The previous growth model the state uses is a 
simple formula.
• Use the previous year’s ISAT cut score for a baseline.
• Project out 3 years and find what the proficiency level is 

for that grade level.
• Subtract the baseline from the upcoming proficiency 

level and divide by 3.
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Previous ISAT Model for Growth

• Using the state’s model, here is what we can project for my class:



Previous ISAT Model for Growth

• I ran the numbers for the entire KES 4th grade as well.



New ISAT Model for Growth

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8h4NA7hSjY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8h4NA7hSjY


New ISAT Model for Growth

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8h4NA7hSjY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8h4NA7hSjY


Why does it all matter?

• It appears the state has finally figured out that growth matters just as much if not more than 
proficiency.

• Matt’s presentation about grades highlighted our Middle and High School grades…but….

• A “C” is average.  In other words, a “C” is what we would expect most students to receive and should 
be considered proficient.

• Using proficiency as a standard sets the bar low.  We are determining what the minimum 
requirements are to be considered proficient instead of celebrating what students can do above and 
beyond their abilities for a given period of time.

• Students who begin at a lower point make tremendous growth but may not ever reach the 
proficiency standard because of the ground they must make up.  Their growth requires more work 
and dedication than a student who begins as a high achiever and simply shows proficiency. 

• Assessments done throughout the year are, in my opinion, more valuable than one test on one day.



Finally…

• The current contract with our state assessment vendor is up. 

• Currently, a state committee is creating a rubric to evaluate new 
assessment vendor submissions.

• The next step involves a committee using the established rubric to 
begin evaluating vendor submissions.  

• I am on the second state committee that will be evaluating 
submissions.  

• Any input that you may have regarding the future of state 
assessments would be greatly appreciated.
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