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Define Orthography 

Identify the Orthography of English  

Identify strategies to teach spelling 

Analyze spelling errors 
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The multiple uses  of the term Orthography 

• The correct manner in which specific words are spelled

• The writing system associated with a particular spoken language. Ex. English 

orthography, French orthography

• The convention of spelling that is, what patterns are permitted and/or what 

patterns are common

• The awareness of common patterns in words that are consistent across 

words but inconsistent when using a letter by letter phonic conversion 

process such as ight, alk, or ing

What ties these usages together is the patterns and principles by which spoken language is 

correctly represented in writing.  

 

Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties,  David 

Kilpatrick 
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Reading Rockets www.readingrockets.org 

http://www.readingrockets.org


Spelling is not a 
visual skill! 
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Mistaken belief that dyslexic students have a 

poor visual memory for the sequence of 

letters

Visual memory plays a minor role

The issue is language 
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(Ehri, 2004; Rath, 2001; Troia, 2004)

What is orthographic 
mapping? 

Is the process that readers use to store written words for instant and effortless retrieval.  

It is the means by which readers turn unfamiliar written words into familiar 

recognizable sight words.

Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties,  David Kilpatrick 



7/13/20XX 7
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The Role of 
Orthography in 
Establishing a 

Stable Memory of 
Spelling Patterns
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• Language of Origin 

• Phoneme- grapheme mapping

• The position of a phoneme in a word

• Orthographic patterns or conventions

• Morphology  
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What do you notice 
about these words? 

sun, sky, and, pen 

house, moon, play 

cape, think, finger, shirt, pack

dog, horse, arm, farm, 

would, high, cough, does, shoe, 

love 



marvelous, tremendous, aquarium, 
mandible, clarification, visualization,
explosion, erupt, erosion,
deception, special, conduct graduate, legal, 
hour, herb 
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What do you notice 
about these words? 
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What do you notice 
about these words? 

chlorophyll, phone, school, ache, 
philosophy, phobia, phrase, graph, 
kilometer, theater, theme, athlete, cycle, 
orchestra, theology, astrology 



peace, triage, rouge, novice, 

cuisine, baguette, nouvelle, boutique

chef, chiffon, champagne
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What do you notice 
about these words? 
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English often uses several letters or letter 

combinations in predictable ways, 

depending on where the phoneme is 

placed (initial, medial, or final positions) or 

what other sounds come before or after it. 
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Irregular words (exception 

words)

The vast majority of exception words 
have only 
a single irregular letter-sound 
relationship. 

done
could
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English orthography has patterns, 

regulations, or rules on how letters can be 

used. These rules are independent of the 

position of the sounds they represent. 

• Some letters cannot be doubled 

• Some letters cannot end words 

• Some consonant letters need to be 

doubled

• The letter e serves many purposes

• Some letter families violate the “long i”  

pattern 
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What does each error 

indicate?

Can you explain why 

the word is incorrect? 

Explain the correct 

orthography

Spelling list 

weak

king

thick

Velvet

Junk

quit

winter

grass

zipper

shopping
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Three strategies to teach spelling 

Map it – 

phoneme 

grapheme 

match up

Heart Word 

Method for 

irregular 

spellings 

Dictation 

Spelling 

Metacognition & 

Analyzation 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DsSV_wW2KuY2ie9PXr9V8GxkrRh_X_XCjcZX76SI9zg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P59_5p7Pma4&ab_channel=PaTTAN
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P59_5p7Pma4&ab_channel=PaTTAN
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BYSliXcfF1PttsXlqGX2uBUqOtCUcsxi/view?usp=sharing
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